In the last decade, the total number of cellular phone (CP) subscribers in Egypt increased from only 654000 subscribers in October 1999 to 55.352 million in December 2009. Latest available data in February 2012 recorded 112.74 CP subscribers per 100 inhabitants. CPs are composed of a variety of materials containing toxic substances that have bad impacts on both health and environment when disposed of an incorrect manner. On the other hand, environmentally friendly cellular phone waste management system has many benefits. More than 70% of the CP can be recycled, one ton of this recycled waste can generate up to 230 grams of gold. This paper aims to assess the current situation of CP waste in Egypt. Published data were collected from concerned institutions of cellular phones in Egypt as: Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (MCIT), Ministry State of Environmental Affairs (MSEA), as well as regional and international ones as: Basal convention Regional office in Cairo (BCRC),The Center of Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE), world Bank (WB) and International Telecommunication Union (ITU).The study revealed that CP waste in Egypt is not well assessed. Few efforts were done to collect specific CP batteries, while efforts to manage other CP waste components were not satisfactory due to absence of facilities and expertise for proper dismantling, recycling and disposal of this precious yet hazardous waste. To conclude, there is a need for assessment of different types of electronic waste (e-waste) in general in Egypt. Establishing governmental and private partnership and a legal framework for e-waste trade in Egypt is recommended. Organizing awareness campaigns about ewaste is also needed.
INTRODUCTION
Electronic Waste is a generic term encompassing various forms of electronic equipment which are old and have ceased to be of any value to their owners. E-waste comprised more than [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] percent of all municipal waste in 2011 and this percent is growing steadily, it 2011is nearly the same amount of all plastic packaging. (1, 2) The environmental significance of this waste stream is due to the heavy resource, energy consumption and the rapid product obsolescence. (3) CP subscriber growth is still on the rise with the developing markets offering further opportunities for growth (2) ; there is a growing demand for higher bandwidth multimedia services offered by smart phones. Around the world there are continuing technology developments via the deployment 3G and 4G services. (4) In the last decade, the total number of recorded 112.74 cellular subscribers per 100 inhabitants. (5) At the same time,the life time of the CPis estimated to be about 4 years which leads to the prediction of accumulation of very large amount of generated CPwaste that must be well managed. (3) The CP contains a wide variety of materials such as carbon, steel, plastic, heavy metals and salts. While materials such as carbon are not so aggressive to the environment and can quickly merge into the eco-system without noticeable impacts, others such as heavy metals including nickel, cadmium, lithium, potassium, lead, and cobalt in a complicated arrangement of battery cells surrounded by metals then plastic casing which pose threat to the ecosystem and man (6) (7) (8) leading to debilitating pain with fatal consequences. (9) Fahmy & Abd El-Atty On the other hand, environmentally friendly CP waste management system has many benefits. (10) More than 70% of a CP can be recycled, one to of this recycled waste can generate up to 230 grams of gold. (11) So, this paper aims toevaluate the current situation of cell phone waste as an electronic waste in Egypt. 
METHODOLOGY

Reviewed Data
World Bank indicators reported that the total world population was 6.504 billion in the year 2005 which increased to 6.895 in the year 2010 (12) .The total number of CP subscription reached almost 6.0 billion by the end of 2011, corresponding to a global penetration of 86.0%. (13) In the year 2011,It also reported global gradual increase of CP subscriptions from34 cellular subscribers /100
inhabitants in the year 2005 to 78.2CPsubscribers/100 inhabitants in the year 2010, (14) (15) (16) (table 1) . Ratio between CP subscriptions to fixed phone lines representing an increase by about 25 folds (24.89) between these two years (2001&2011) (13) . In addition, Egypt
Telecoms ( (26) . (27) . Table ( 10) revealed the precious metals' content in a CP ranges from 9.0 mg of Pd to 9.0 gm of Cu (3) . to support e-waste collection (11, (28) (29) (30) (31) .
Cellular phone components
Within the framework of the National (32) .Generally, an interministerial committee has been formed in (2009) and is currently discussing a road map for e-waste management in Egypt (33) . It is, in this respect, a key process, which can be improved through innovative and more effective processes and technologies.
With respect to the 3R Principle the focus of this study is on recycling and recovery. Effective management of the growing amount of E-waste generated in is an important part of the transition towards a lowcarbon, resource-efficient Green Economy (34) . 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMONDATION
